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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE OTTAWA 0066 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, CA 

SUBJECT: CANADIAN REACTION TO US WITHDRAWAL FROM INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION FOR THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES (ICNAE) 

REE: STATE 1115 

1. REFTEL RECEIVED AFTER BUSINESS HOURS JANUARY 4. EMBASSY 
INFORMED DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFEAIRS (EXTAFF) BY PHONE 
MORNING JANUARY 5 OF US DECISION TO WITHDRAW AND CONFIRMED 
TELECON BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE SAME AFTERNOON. COPY OF NOTE 
BEING POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT (OES/OFS/FA). 

2. AS AGREED IN MARSHALL-POSZ TELECON JANUARY 5, POSZ TRANS- 
MITTED ORAL APOLOGY TO EXTAEF OFEICER (GEORGE LEGER, ENVIRON- 
MENTAL AND EISHERIES LAW SECTION) FOR USG FAILURE TO GIVE 
GOC ADVANCE NOTICE OE WITHDRAWAL DECISION AND EXPLAINED 
DIFEICULT CIRCUMSTANCES LEADING TO LAST MINUTE DECISION 

AND ANNOUNCEMENT. LEGER SAID GOC OEFICIALS UNDERSTOOD 
USG'S RELUCTANCE TO SAY WHAT DECISION WOULD BE BEFORE PRESIDENT 
HAD ACTUALLY APPROVED IT, BUT HE SAID GOC OEFICIALS WOULD HAVE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 OTTAWA 00066 0723 17Z 

APPRECIATED, AT MINIMUM, SOME INFORMAL INDICATION 
WHAT RECOMMENDATION WAS MADE TO THE PRESIDENT BY 
CONCERNED USG AGENCIES SO ANNOUNCEMENT WOULD NOT HAVE 
COME AS COMPLETE SURPRISE. LEGER SAID ANNOUNCEMENT 
CAUSED SOME PERSONAL EMBARRASSMENT TO EXTAFF SECRETARY 
JAMIESON WHO WAS AT HIS HOME IN SWIFT CURRENT, 

NEWFOUNDLAND, FOR THE HOLIDAYS AND HAD TO DEAL WITH 
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PRESS INQUIRIES WITHOUT ANY EOREWARNING OR BACKGROUND 
INEORMATION. 

ENDERS 
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